
The Pasco Pounds fitness contest at Pasco High School (PHS) has come to a 
close. This annual contest has grown from a small event to a community ex-
travaganza! The contest was initially designed as a way to encourage staff 
members to shed winter weight gained and to adopt a healthy lifestyle in a fun 
and competitive way. Staff members were assigned to specific teams to repre-
sent each grade level at Pasco High. Two of Pasco High’s PEAK! Partners, 
Robert Croft of Columbia Fitness and Craig Griffiths of State Farm Insurance 
along with PHS ATP, held weekly weigh-ins for staff over a period of eight 
weeks. Staff members earned points for their team by losing weight, bringing 
grade level students to weigh-ins, and by participating in local fitness activi-
ties. Participants were also encouraged to track their daily food intake and to 
log their exercise activity in a binder provided by PHS ATP to earn additional 
points. New this year is an increased emphasis on having students track their 

own food intake and log their exercise activity. At the fitness contest’s conclusion two winners were chosen, 
an overall individual winner and a team winner. The winning team received $500 for their grade level. The 
individual staff winner received a prize donated by Columbia Fitness to encourage their path to a healthier 
lifestyle. This year over 50 staff members participated in the contest.  Pasco High’s ATP team is already hard 
at work planning an even better event next year by looking for ways to improve this fitness contest! 

Cluster Meeting #3 
On March 25th, Action Teams for 
Partnerships (ATP) chairs joined 
together for the last cluster 
meeting of the school year. This 
jam-packed meeting discussed 
upcoming due dates along with 
plenty of valuable information. 
Chairs received helpful tips and 
tools to complete required 
documents and heard 
suggestions to consider as this 
school year comes to a close. 
ATP Chairs had the opportunity 
to hear guest speakers share 
resources and information about 
the College Bound Scholarship 
through the College Success 
Foundation, Rosalind Franklin 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) 
Elementary, and  college 
resources available for parents 
through school presentations  
and field trips to Washington 
State University Tri-Cities. 
ATP parents who attended the 
recent Title 1 Conference shared 
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Try This Out 

Effective Leadership Trait:  
 

 
Positive Attitude 

With the end of the school 
year right around the corner, 
it is important to maintain a 
positive attitude as a leader 
of your team. The end of the 
school year means there are 
a lot of upcoming deadlines 
and due dates expected 
from ATP chairs and their 
teams. It is important to 
maintain a positive outlook 
and persona when leading 
your team. Subtle things can 
make a big difference in 
team mora le .  Some 
suggestions would be 
providing coffee or snacks 
at meetings, opening your 
next meeting with a fun ice 
breaker, surprising your 
team with an inexpensive 
thank you, or handing out 
certificates to members. All 
can help keep team morale 
high. As a leader, keeping a 
positive attitude means you 
are effectively leading your 
team to success! 

the ways they support student 
success through ATP at their 
school! The presentation board 
concept was decided by each 
team and chairs were invited to 
share their board at cluster 
meeting #3. The goal was to ask 
teams to start thinking about 
what partnership practice they 
would write up for their 2013-14 
submission for the Bright Idea 
booklet. This annual booklet 
highlights the best practices 
across the district. Robinson 
Elementary, McGee Elementary, 
Emerson Elementary and New 
Horizons High all created 
boards. Great job to the teams 
that participated! 

information about the event and 
what they learned by attending.  
Parent Advisory Committee 
(PAC) leaders were also invited 
to speak. The PAC President 
and Vice President shared what 
the committee does and ways 
that school ATPs can build 
relationships with their own 
PAC representative.  
During the “Vet’s Speak: Words 
of Wisdom” segment of the 
meeting, Chiawana High’s ATP 
chair Mary Beltran shared a few 
words of advice with fellow 
chairs. Mary also spoke about 
her own personal experiences 
with ATP over the years.  To 
conclude the meeting, chairs 
from Ochoa Middle School, 
Frost Elementary, and New 
Horizons High shared excellent 
practices they are doing to 
strengthen partnership 
programs at their schools! 

What Makes You Shine? 
District ATP  invited teams to 
create a poster board displaying 
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Boards clockwise from top left: Emerson 
Elementary, Robinson Elementary, New 
Horizons High and McGee Elementary. 

Robert Croft (left) of Columbia Fitness and 
Craig Griffiths (right) of State Farm Insur-
ance weigh in PHS Science Teacher Colt 
Nickel on the final day of Pasco Pounds. 
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Resource Corner: A 2013 NNPS Promising Partnership Practice—  
Welcoming Activities for New Families 

Steeple Run Elementary School in Naperville, IL 

Important Dates: 

Esmeralda Magana-Valencia 

Parent Engagement Coordinator 

509-543-6714 

emagana@psd1.org 

 

Melissa Pierce  

Parent Partnership Coordinator 

509-543-6771 

mpierce@psd1.org 

 

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1102 North 10th Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-543-6769 

“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.  For questions or  

concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the 2013-2014 ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS Promising 
Partnership Practices (PPP) from other districts within the network.  Ideas may be modified 
and easily adapted to enhance any school’s school, family and community partnership pro-
gram.  It is our hope not only to highlight this year’s published schools, but to encourage 
others to try out new ideas. We hope teams will take these ideas and run with them!   

 

Due to new boundary changes, Steeple Run Elementary would soon be welcoming 150 new 
students to their school.  Knowing the importance of smooth transitions for new students, staff 
got hard at work to plan activities for these families. New students and their families were invit-
ed to several welcoming events. Before school started, families were invited to a school tour 
led by student leaders as their guides. The principal and teachers of each grade level were 
present to greet families. At the end of the tour, families were given a school map and a “New 
Family Survival Guide” booklet with helpful tips and information. In the fall, families were invit-
ed back to hear a presentation given by school administrators. The principal and assistant 
principal addressed questions and concerns from recent surveys that were sent beforehand to 
families. The Home and School president gave information about how families could engage in 
school. The school social worker provided a list of books that discussed dealing with change. 
Families received a copy of The World According to Humphrey by Betty Birney as an oppor-
tunity to encourage reading discussions about change in the classroom and at home. 
  

For more information and details about this original activity please visit the NNPS 
website at:  

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2013/pdf/68.pdf 

 

To see all other published collections please visit: 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm  

Quote of the Month:  

      “If you can dream it, you can do it.”  

         - Walt Disney 

Día de los Niños 

 Memorial Park 

Longfellow Elementary 

April 26th 

11:00 am -3:00 pm 

 

Mother’s Event 

Markham Elementary 

May 9th 

8:15-10:00 am 

 

Muffins for Mom 

Twain Elementary 

May 9th 

8:15-9:00 am 

 

Fun Run @ Chiawana Park 

Chiawana High School 

May 10th 

9:00-10:00 am 

 

Whittier Family Fiesta 

Whittier Elementary 

May 14th  

4:30-6:30 pm 

http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/2013/pdf/68.pdf
http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/ppp/index.htm

